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BUT FIRST
•Let’s look at some things that 
changed in 2022 that everyone 
seems to be ignoring.
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SEDIMENT BARRIER (SILT FENCE)

½ POST SPACING WHEN STORING RUNOFF
OFF-SET INSTALLATION
OVERTOPPING AND DEWATERING



THE BIGGEST 2026 CHANGE OF ALL

•The Blue Book is electronic.  
•Only a few copies will be printed.
•You can still download a pdf.



DELETED SEDIMENT TRAP

In 2026, 
removed all 
reference to 
this.



In Land Grading:
The final trip over slopes should be 
tracked up-and-down the slope to create 
horizontal grooves in the soil surface.  
Tracking is best accomplished with a 
dozer with newer (not worn out) tracks. 
Tracking a slope is especially useful 
where the slope will be hydroseeded 
(Figure LG-1). 



In Permanent Seeding:
• Removed Sericea as a 

stand-alone seeding.
• Changed some of the 

recommended seeding 
dates.



•In Sodding:
• Updated Table 

SOD-1
• Added Table SOD-2



• In Temporary Seeding:

• Revised some of the 
recommended seeding 
dates.



•In Sediment Barrier:

• Added Slash Mulch Berm 
(SMB) as a Sediment Barrier 
method.

• Added Planning 
Considerations and Design 
Criteria for a SMB.

• All was based on APCO 
demonstration and 
financing for AUSRF 
research.



SLASH MULCH BERM

Planning Considerations
• Placed on the contour to “pond” runoff.
• Doesn’t pond water as high as a silt fence.
• Don’t use in locations where it could flood (float).
• Can be left in place after construction in some cases.
• If removed, use permanent vegetation practice to establish 

to grass.



SLASH MULCH BERM

Design Criteria
• Should maintain the runoff from the design storm event.
• On the Contour with each end turned up
• It is not a berm, diversion, or water bar!!!!!!
• Need good slash/soil contact
• Keyway when specified.
• 6 -12-inch lifts with each compacted with heavy equipment.
• Finished height about 2 foot.  Width about 6 foot or more.



•In Check Dam:
• Where vegetation is needed 

up and downstream of a 
wattle check dam, consider 
the use of a rolled erosion 
control blanket like excelsior 
in lieu of a geotextile 
underlayment. 



• In Temporary Stream Diversion:

• When pumping, careful 
consideration should be given to 
the pump discharge to ensure it 
does not cause erosion. 



OTHER CHANGES

• Check out the Introduction that 
contains the Summary of Changes.



The Fifth Edition of the
Field Guide will be Orange.

Only a few printed.

Can be viewed and downloaded online.

The Field Guide Apps will be revised too.



QUESTIONS

?


