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I. INTRODUCTION  
 
The Alabama Agricultural Conservation and Development Commission (AACDC) was created in 
1985 to provide rebates for the conservation and development of private lands to benefit all 
Alabamians. Together with the state’s 67 Soil and Water Conservation Districts and the Alabama 
Soil and Water Conservation Committee, AACDC provides funds through the Alabama 
Conservation Incentive Program (CIP) to assist with important natural resource projects across the 
state. 
 
The CIP offers more than 35 conservation practices that support four primary resource concerns: 
erosion control, water quality, forestry, and wildlife. The practices are grouped into ten separate 
systems to allow landowners to address their individual conservation needs. The CIP helps 
landowners offset the cost of installing conservation practices by providing a rebate on the cost of 
the practice. These efforts improve and conserve the natural resources that make “Alabama the 
Beautiful” for all Alabamians.  
 
 
RESOURCE CONCERNS 
 
Erosion Control: Erosion control on private lands preserves soil productivity, water quality, and 
biodiversity. It ensures sustainable agriculture, protects water bodies, supports wildlife, and 
enhances community resilience. Private landowners play a vital role in maintaining a balanced and 
healthy environment in Alabama.  
 
Water Quality: Improving water quality on private lands is crucial as it prevents pollutants from 
entering water bodies and preserves aquatic ecosystems. It ensures safe drinking water, supports 
wildlife habitats, and enhances overall environmental health thereby benefitting both local 
communities and the broader ecosystem in Alabama.  
 
Forestry: Enhancing forestry on private lands is vital for sustaining clean air, wildlife habitats, and 
biodiversity. It also supports carbon storage, mitigates climate impacts, and promotes responsible 
resource management for a healthier environment in Alabama.  
 
Wildlife: Addressing wildlife concerns on private lands preserves biodiversity, ensures a balanced 
ecosystem, and maintains the beauty of natural spaces. It enriches outdoor experiences and 
safeguards the coexistence of various species to preserve the uniqueness of Alabama. 
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ACRONYMS 
 
 
 
 

AACDC 
Alabama Agricultural & Conservation 

Development Commission 
  

AFC 
Alabama Forestry Commission 

  
AFO 

Animal Feeding Operation 
 

ALSWCC 
Alabama Soil & Water Conservation 

Committee 
 

ADA 
Alabama Department of Agriculture 

  
BMP 

Best Management Practice 
  

CAFO 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation 

 
CIP 

Conservation Incentive Program 
  

CNMP 
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan 

 

EPA 
Environmental Protection Agency 

  
EQIP 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
 

FOTG 
Field Office Technical Guide 

  
IPM 

Integrated Pest Management 
  

NMP 
Nutrient Management Plan 

  
NPS 

Nonpoint Source Pollution 
  

SWCD 
Soil & Water Conservation District 

  
USDA NRCS 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
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CONSERVATION PRACTICES INDEX  
 
Below is a list of the conservation practices included in this manual by the corresponding NRCS 
Conservation Practice Number or CIP Practice Number. 
Details for NRCS Conservation Practices can be found in the NRCS FOTG for Alabama. Details 
for CIP Practices can be found herein. 
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II. RESOURCE CONCERN: EROSION CONTROL 
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CONSERVATION SYSTEM: SOIL HEALTH 
– To reduce erosion, maximize water infiltration, improve nutrient cycling, 
save money on inputs, and ultimately improve the resiliency of working 
lands. 

 

APPLICABLE PRACTICES: 
 
SOIL AMENDMENT (AL101) Develop a plan that will assist producers in improving management and 
nutrient use by matching needs more efficiently and reducing excess nutrients in runoff.  
 
SOIL TESTING (AL102) Collect and analyze soil parameters based on soil health resource concerns and 
planning objective. 
 
FORAGE & BIOMASS PLANTING (512) Prevent soil erosion and improve water quality by establishing 
native or introduced forages in fields or pastures. 
 
NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT (590) Managing the amount (rate), source, placement (method of application), 
and timing of plant nutrients and soil amendments.  

 
POLICIES: 
Applicant may complete one or more practice to improve soil health. Practice will be estimated on a per unit 
basis and paid on an actual cost basis. Applicant must provide proof of payment documenting actual cost 
incurred. Applicant will be paid 75% of actual cost. Designated technicians must observe and confirm 
completed practice. Local SWCD will set a cap for practice. 
 
When implementing Conservation Practice 512, Conservation Practices AL102 and 590 are required. 
Additionally, Conservation Practice AL101 is eligible as a supporting practice. When implementing AL101 
independently, AL102 is required. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS: 
Refer to Alabama Soil and Water Conservation Practice Standard for AL101, AL102. 
Refer to NRCS Field Office Technical Guide for Conservation Practice Standard for 512, 590. 
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AL101 / SOIL AMENDMENT PRACTICE STANDARD 
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AL 102 / SOIL TESTING PRACTICE STANDARD 
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CONSERVATION SYSTEM:  SOIL HEALTH/FLAT RATE  
– To reduce erosion, maximize water infiltration, improve nutrient cycling, 
save money on inputs, and ultimately improve the resiliency of working 
lands. 

 
 
APPLICABLE PRACTICES: 
 
HERBACEOUS WEED CONTROL (315) Enhance accessibility, quantity, and/or quality of forage and/or 
browse • Restore and release native plant communities or create desired plant communities and wildlife 
habitats. 
 
CONSERVATION TILLAGE (329) (residue management), Reduce erosion, maintain and improve soil 
organic matter and conserve soil moisture by managing plant residue on the soil surface year-round.  
 
COVER CROPS (340) Plant close-growing grasses, legumes and forages as a temporary cover to reduce 
soil erosion, capture and use excess nutrients, and improve soil quality.  
 
POLICIES: 
Applicant may complete one or more practice to improve soil health. Practice will be estimated and paid on 
a per acre basis at the current CIP rate. Applicant must provide receipt for materials and/or have designated 
technicians observe and confirm completed practice. Local SWCD will set a cap for practice. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS: 
Refer to NRCS Field Office Technical Guide for Conservation Practice Standard for 315, 329, 340. 
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CONSERVATION SYSTEM: EROSION MANAGEMENT 
– The practice of preventing or controlling water erosion in agriculture. 

 

APPLICABLE PRACTICES: 
 
CONTOUR STRIPS (332) Construct strips to reduce soil erosion, slow sediment transport and reduce 
runoff entering into water sources. 
 
CRITICAL AREA PLANTING (342) Plant permanent vegetation in highly erodible areas to prevent soil 
erosion and sediment transport in water. 
 
DIVERSIONS (362) Create permanently vegetated strips established across a slope to redirect water to 
areas of need.  
 
GRADE STABILIZATION STRUCTURES (410) Construct structures allowing water to move to a lower 
elevation without causing soil erosion. 
 
GRASSED WATERWAYS (412) Establish a shaped or graded channel with suitable vegetation to convey 
surface water to a stable outlet at a nonerosive velocity using a broad and shallow cross section. 
 
STREAM CROSSINGS (578) Construct crossing designed to protect water quality and reduce erosion by 
creating stable access points and crossings. 
 
TERRACES (600) Create terraces across field slopes to capture runoff water from fields and to safely 
convey it to stable outlets. 
 
UNDERGROUND OUTLETS (620) Create structures to detain surface water and convey it to safe outlets. 
 
WATER & SEDIMENT CONTROL BASINS (638) Create basins to detain runoff leaving agricultural fields, 
trap sediment, reduce soil erosion and improve water quality.  
 
POLICIES: 
Applicant may complete one or more practice to improve erosion management. Practice will be estimated 
on a per unit basis and paid on an actual cost basis. Applicant must provide proof of payment documenting 
actual cost incurred. Applicant will be paid 75% of actual cost. Designated technicians must observe and 
confirm completed practice. Local SWCD will set a cap for practice. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS: 
Refer to NRCS Field Office Technical Guide for Conservation Practice Standard for 332, 342, 362, 410, 
412, 578, 600, 620, 638. 
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CONSERVATION SYSTEM: DRONE 
– To encourage the adoption of drone technology in conservation 
agriculture by providing cost-share assistance to landowners or producers 
implementing approved practices that improve soil health, water quality, 
pasture productivity, and reduce environmental impact. 
 

APPLICABLE PRACTICES: 
 
DRONE-SPRAY PESTICIDE (AL103) Enhances agriculture by improving efficiency, precision, and safety. 
It reduces waste and environmental impact, covers difficult terrain quickly, limits human exposure, cuts 
costs, and supports data-driven decisions. 

DRONE-SPRAY HERBICIDE (AL104) Improves agricultural efficiency and precision by enabling targeted 
application, reducing waste and environmental impact, minimizing human exposure, covering tough terrain, 
and supporting data-driven decisions. 
 
DRONE-PASTURE PLANTING (AL105) Offers a fast, precise, and low-impact way to improve pasture 
health, extend winter grazing, and support livestock nutrition—while reducing soil compaction, erosion, and 
boosting overall resilience. 
 
DRONE-COVER CROPS (AL106) Provides a fast, precise, and low-impact way to improve soil health, 
reduce erosion, and support sustainable land use—even in wet conditions where machinery can't operate. 
 
POLICIES: 
Applicant may implement one or more drone-based practices to support conservation goals. The practice 
will be estimated on a per-unit basis and reimbursed based on actual costs incurred. Applicant must submit 
proof of payment to verify actual expenses. Reimbursement will cover 75% of the verified cost. 
Designated technicians must inspect and confirm that the practice has been properly completed. 

 
SPECIFICATIONS: 
Refer to Alabama Soil and Water Conservation Practice Standard for AL103, AL104, AL105 & AL106. 
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AL 103 / DRONE PESTICIDE STANDARD 
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AL 104 / DRONE HERBICIDE STANDARD 
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AL 105 / DRONE PASTURE PLANTING STANDARD 
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AL 106 / DRONE PLANTING COVER CROP STANDARD 
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III. RESOURCE CONCERN: FORESTRY 
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CONSERVATION SYSTEM: FOREST IMPROVEMENT 
– Improve forest stand to meet a particular objective, such as improving 
habitat for various wildlife species, changing plant species composition, or 
influencing the structure and visibility within a stand to meet aesthetic 
objectives. 

 

APPLICABLE PRACTICES: 
 
BRUSH MANAGEMENT (314) Manage or remove woody plants including those that are invasive and 
noxious.  
 
PRESCRIBED BURNING (338) Apply controlled fire to a predetermined area.  
 
FIREBREAK (394) A permanent or temporary strip of bare or vegetation land planned to retard fire.  
 
SITE PREPARATION (490) Chemically or mechanically treat areas to improve site conditions for 
establishing trees and/or shrubs.  
 
TREE/SHRUB ESTABLISHMENT (612) Establish vegetation for long-term erosion control by slowing runoff 
and allowing more time for nutrient absorption. 
 
FOREST STAND IMPROVEMENT (666) Manipulate species composition, stand structure, or density by 
cutting or killing selected trees and understory vegetation to achieve desired forest conditions or obtain 
ecosystem services.  
 
POLICIES: 
Applicant may complete one or more practice to improve forest. Practice will be estimated on a per unit 
basis and paid on an actual cost basis. Applicant must provide proof of payment documenting actual cost 
incurred. Applicant will be paid 75% of actual cost. Designated technicians must observe and confirm 
completed practice. Local SWCD will set a cap for practice. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS: 
Refer to NRCS Field Office Technical Guide for Conservation Practice Standard for 314, 338, 394, 490, 
612, 666. 
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IV. RESOURCE CONCERN: WATER QUALITY 
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CONSERVATION SYSTEM: WATERING FACILITY 
– An alternative watering source used to provide livestock with adequate 
water and to protect water quality. 

 

APPLICABLE PRACTICES: 
 
PIPELINE (516) Transport water via a pipeline to a watering facility for use by livestock for watering 
purposes. 
 
HEAVY USE AREA PROTECTION (561) Establish vegetation and/or install erosion prevention materials 
that protect areas where heavy traffic is expected. 
 
WATERING FACILITY (614) Provide designated access to drinking water for livestock or wildlife to supply 
daily water requirements, improve animal distribution and provide a water source that is an alternative to a 
sensitive resource. 
 
WATER WELL (642) Drill well to provide access to a groundwater supply suitable for livestock watering. 
 
POLICIES: 
Applicant may complete one or more practice to improve watering facility. Practice will be estimated on a 
per unit basis and paid on an actual cost basis. Applicant must provide proof of payment documenting 
actual cost incurred. Applicant will be paid 75% of actual cost. Designated technicians must observe and 
confirm completed practice. Local SWCD will set a cap for practice. 
 
When implementing Conservation Practice 614, Conservation Practice 561 is required. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS: 
Refer to NRCS Field Office Technical Guide for Conservation Practice Standard for 516, 561, 614, 642. 
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CONSERVATION SYSTEM: FENCING 
– Protect water quality by providing a barrier for livestock. 

 
 

APPLICABLE PRACTICES: 
 
FENCING AND ACCESS CONTROL (382 & 472) Provide barriers that limit animal, human and wildlife 
entry into specific areas to protect natural resources. 
 
POLICIES: 
Applicant may complete one or more practice to improve fencing. Practice will be estimated on a per unit 
basis and paid on an actual cost basis. Applicant must provide proof of payment documenting actual cost 
incurred. Applicant will be paid 75% of actual cost. Designated technicians must observe and confirm 
completed practice. Local SWCD will set a cap for practice. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS: 
Refer to NRCS Field Office Technical Guide for Conservation Practice Standard for 382, 472. 
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CONSERVATION SYSTEM: ANIMAL MORTALITY 
– Protect water quality by ensuring adequate storage of litter including 
procedures to ensure proper operation and maintenance of the storage 
facilities. Ensure proper management of animal mortalities (i.e. dead 
animals) to prevent disposal in any liquid manure, storm water, or process 
wastewater storage or treatment system that is not specifically designed to 
treat animal mortalities. 

 

APPLICABLE PRACTICES: 
 
WASTE STORAGE FACILITIES (313) Temporarily store animal manure, wastewater and contaminated 
runoff as part of an agricultural waste management system. 
 
ANIMAL MORTALITY FACILITIES (316) Construct permanent structures used to dispose of carcasses and 
include burial pits, mortality composting facilities, incinerators and freezers. 
 
COMPOSTING FACILITIES (317) Use animal manure or other waste products (not including animal 
carcasses) in a sanitary method that results in a product that can be used on farms to improve soil organic 
matter. 
 
ROOF AND COVERS (367) A rigid, semirigid, or flexible manufactured membrane, composite material, or 
roof structure placed over a waste management facility, agrichemical handling facility, or an on-farm 
secondary containment facility. 
 
POLICIES: 
Applicant may complete one or more practice to improve animal mortality. Practice will be estimated on a 
per unit basis and paid on an actual cost basis. Applicant must proof of payment documenting actual cost 
incurred. Applicant will be paid 75% of actual cost. Designated technicians must observe and confirm 
completed practice. Local SWCD will set a cap for practice. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS: 
Refer to NRCS Field Office Technical Guide for Conservation Practice Standard for 313, 316, 317, 367. 
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CONSERVATION SYSTEM: HERD HEALTH 
– Protect water quality by improving the health and well-being of livestock. 

 

 
APPLICABLE PRACTICES: 
 
CORRAL (AL301) A livestock pen that is a designated area where livestock are gathered, contained, and 
managed. 
 
FEED TROUGH (AL302) Concrete or metal feed troughs to hold and dispense feed, such as hay, grains, 
pellets, or other types of animal feed, in a controlled and accessible manner. 
 
SQUEEZE CHUTE (for Corral) (AL304) A specialized piece of equipment used in livestock handling that is 
designed to restrain a single animal securely while allowing for safe handling, examination, and treatment.. 
 
 
POLICIES: 
Applicant may complete one or more practices to improve herd health. Practice will be estimated on a per unit 
basis and paid on an actual cost basis. Applicant must provide proof of payment documenting actual cost 
incurred. Applicant will be paid 75% of actual cost. Designated technicians must observe and confirm 
completed practice. Local SWCD will set a cap for practice. 
 
When implementing Conservation Practice AL302, Conservation Practice 561 is required. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS: 
Refer to Alabama Soil and Water Conservation Practice Standard for AL301, AL302, AL304 
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AL 301 / CORRAL PRACTICE STANDARD 
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AL 302 / FEED TROUGH PRACTICE STANDARD 



CIP / 2026        Back to Top                          Page 27 

AL 304 / SQUEEZE CHUTE (FOR CORRAL) PRACTICE STANDARD 
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CONSERVATION SYSTEM: IRRIGATION WATER MANAGEMENT 
– Protect water quality by improving plant health & vigor to prevent crop 
failure, reduce quantity of water use to irrigate crops by using efficient 
irrigation practices. 

 

 
APPLICABLE PRACTICES: 
 
IRRIGATION PIPELINE (430) A pipeline and appurtenances installed to convey water for storage or 
application, as part of an irrigation water system. 
 
IRRIGATION SYSTEM, MICRO-IRRIGATION-PLASTICULTURE (441) An irrigation system for frequent 
application of small quantities of water on or below the soil surface: as drops, tiny streams or miniature 
spray through emitters or applicators placed along a water delivery line. 
 
IRRIGATION SYSTEM, SPRINKLER – TRAVELING GUN (442) A distribution system that applies water by 
means of nozzles operated under pressure. 
 
ADVANCED IRRIGATION MANAGEMENT TOOLS – (AL303) Install flowmeter, soil moisture sensor probe 
and weather station to reduce irrigation water runoff by monitoring the rate, amount and timing of irrigation 
water into efficient water use. 
 
POLICIES: 
Applicant may complete one or more practices to improve Irrigation. Water Management Practice will be 
estimated on a per unit basis and paid on an actual cost basis. Applicant must provide receipts, invoices 
and canceled checks documenting actual cost incurred. Applicant will be paid 75% of actual cost. 
Designated technicians must observe and confirm completed practice. Local SWCD will set a cap for 
practice. 
 
SPECIFICATIONS: 
Refer to NRCS Field Office Technical Guide for Conservation Practice Standard for 430, 441, 442 
Refer to Alabama Soil and Water Conservation Practice Standard for AL303 
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AL303 / ADVANCED IRRIGATION MANAGEMENT TOOLS PRACTICE STANDARD 
 

PURPOSE - To protect water resources by improving plant health and reducing the likelihood of total crop 
failure which typically causes erosion and water quality degradation in receiving water bodies. And to 
promote efficient use of water through installation of on-farm technology including flowmeters, soil moisture 
sensors, and weather stations which assist producers in making wise decisions on rate, amount and timing 
of watering for agricultural crops.  

 

RESOURCE CONCERN - To protect water resources by reducing the likelihood of total crop 
failure and the associated soil erosion and water quality degradation that occurs from runoff on 
bare field and to improve irrigation water use efficiency. 

 

MANAGEMENT - An Irrigation Water Management Plan (IWM) will be developed by a Professional 
Engineer (PE) or a Certified Irrigation Designer (CID) for the proper management and application of 
irrigation water. The IWM will include the method for determining the timing and amount of each irrigation 
event using the soil moisture sensor monitoring method. Base the volume of water needed for each 
irrigation event on the current crop growth stage, the available water holding capacity of the soil, and the 
soil moisture status. Plan irrigation application rates as to minimize irrigation induced erosion. 

To better manage water resources, the following tools are included in this practice: 

• One soil moisture sensor per pivot.  
• One flow meter per water source. 
• Three years of scheduling assistance per pivot. 
• One weather station per farm (i.e. multiple fields located in the same area may share stations.) 
• Telemetry necessary to automate the suite of practices. 

 

REQUIREMENTS - The designated technician will observe the completed installation of the flow meter, 
weather station, and soil moisture probe. The producer will provide documentation of a three-year, third-
party scheduling subscription. The producer must submit a Certificate of Beneficial Use to the ADECA 
Office of Water Resources.  
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V. RESOURCE CONCERN: WILDLIFE 
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CONSERVATION SYSTEM: FERAL SWINE MANAGEMENT 
– Remove invasive feral swine to prevent erosion, water quality
degradation, forestry damage and wildlife habitat damage.

APPLICABLE PRACTICES: 

PRE-FABRICATED FERAL SWINE TRAP (AL401) Provide means to trap and dispatch invasive feral 
swine.  

SELF-ASSEMBLED FERAL SWINE TRAP (AL402) Provide means to trap and dispatch invasive feral 
swine.  

NET-FERAL SWINE TRAP (AL403) Provie means to trap and dispatch invasive feral swine. 

TRAPPING ASSISTANCE (AL404) Provide assistance to producers to trap and dispatch invasive feral 
swine. 

EXCLUSION FENCING FOR FERAL SWINE (AL405) Provide assistance to producers to construct high 
tensile electric fencing around high value crops, orchards, grazing lands and row crop areas to deter 
intrusion from feral swine and prevent crop destruction and damage to the land caused by them. 

POLICIES AL401-403: 
Applicant may complete one or more practice to improve manage wildlife. Practice will be estimated on a 
per unit basis and paid on an actual cost basis. Applicant must provide proof of payment documenting 
actual cost incurred. Applicant will be paid 75% of actual cost. Designated technicians must observe and 
confirm completed practice. Practices are capped at $3,500 per producer statewide. 

POLICIES AL404: 
Applicant completes one practice to manage wildlife. Practice will be paid a flat rate of $3,500 upon 
completion as specified under AL404 specifications. 

POLICIES AL405: 
Applicant completes one practice to manage wildlife. Practice will be paid on a linear per foot basis upon  
completion, as specified under Alabama NRCS 382 for High Tensile Use Exclusion Electric Fence (soon to 
be published). 

SPECIFICATIONS: 
Refer to Alabama Soil and Water Conservation practice standard for AL401, AL402, AL403, AL404 and 
AL405. 
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AL401 / PRE-FABRICATED TRAP PRACTICE STANDARD 
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AL402 / SELF-ASSEMBLED TRAP PRACTICE STANDARD 
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AL403 / NET TRAP PRACTICE STANDARD 
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AL404 / TRAPPING ASSISTANCE PRACTICE STANDARD 
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AL405 / EXCLUSION FENCE FOR FERAL SWINE (ELECTRIC)  
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