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Litter Gitters, 

Critters and other 

things in the Water



❖Developed and Revised Ordinances
❖City Activities Focused on Preventing 

Litter from Reaching the Waterways
❖Activities for Cleaning-up the Litter that 

does Reach the Waterways
❖2017-Present → Partnerships for 

multiple grant opportunities
❖Storm Water Fee Implemented in FY19
❖2019-present → Using Private 

Resources



• Located on Eslava Creek @  
McVay Drive 

• Contributing drainage area is 
approximately 8.7 sq. miles

• High Litter Area/Waterway

• Waterway Geometry & Flow

• Permitting

• USACE compliance – Could not 
restrict navigation

• ADEM Coastal
• State Lands

I-65

I-10

Litter Trap

Photo credit - Gulf Equipment



• Osprey uses kayaks & jon 

boat 

• Takes 3-4 men 4-6 hours 

to empty

• 2019 – Present – by Osprey

Litter Trap Maintenance



Waterway Average Frequency/Week Typical Equipment Used

Dog River 2 Carolina Skiff

One Mile/Three Mile 1 Jon Boat

Litter Boats

2014 - 2019



• Osprey Initiative

• Osprey provides data – location of hot spots, 
type of litter being removed (legacy vs recent)

• Osprey’s approach is data driven 

• Utilizing the EPA’s Escaped Trash 
Assessment Protocol (ETAP) Method

Litter Boats 

2019- Present

2019 - Present



Litter Data Collection via Zones/Map



Escaped Trash Assessment Protocol (ETAP)



Project: Litter Gitters in TMC 
Watershed for 2018-2019
Summary: 6 strategic locations

Project: Litter Gitters in Dog River Watershed 
for 2019-21
Summary: 6 strategic locations



Project: Litter Gitters in TMC 
Watershed



Catch Basin Protection
The Party that Goes Down the Drain

❖139 catch basin screens installed at 
150 catch basins along Mardi Gras 
Parade Routes

❖20 parades roll through downtown

• Pilot Project – 7 installs
• Mardi Gras Park
• Led to Capital Project Inspected routinely 

by City



Litter Interceptor Devices



Litter Interceptor Devices



• 79 LI Devices installed

• Retrofitted in concrete 
or masonry catch basins

• Devices in all 7 City  
Council Districts

• $165,000 expended

• Located based on Litter 
Hot Spot Map

• Inspected routinely by 
City

Litter Interceptor Devices



❖ EPA Grant Objectives:
❖ Upgraded all six (6) existing Litter Gitter sites to the newer heavy-

duty, aluminum Litter Gitters
❖ Continued collecting litter data from the Litter Gitters using the 

ETAP methodology
❖ Installed ~30 LIs in the TMC Watershed (prevention) and utilized 

the ETAP methodology on these devices
❖ Team rolled out a public education/outreach campaign in the TMC 

Watershed – including going to schools and businesses with the 
goal of behavioral change 

❖ Identify long-term sponsors/partnerships for the continued 
operation of the Litter Gitters after the grant

Gulf of Mexico Program 



Litter Interceptor Install



Litter Interceptor 

Collection Data



Litter 

Interceptors/

Catch Basin

 Screens



❖ADEM Grant Objectives:
❖Install litter boom at eight (8) locations

❖Collect litter data using the ETAP methodology

❖Install ~ 20 LIs City-wide and utilize the ETAP 
methodology on these devices

Public/Private Partnerships – ADEM 

GOMESA Grant



Litter Dashboard – Pilot Project

20

https://www.cityofmobile.org/organizing-a-litter-clean-up-1/

https://www.cityofmobile.org/organizing-a-litter-clean-up-1/


Road to Work Program

21

Ransom Ministries

https://www.ransomministries.com/ransom-staffing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuVsYaXYhG0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuVsYaXYhG0


Secondary Benefit of Litter Gitters

22

Looking East – downstream @ Beauregard St

Chicken Grease “Bandit” 

Downstream at Dr. Michael Jackson Blvd.



Secondary Benefit of Litter Gitters

23

Chicken Grease “Bandit” (CGB) Response



Questions?

Rosemary Ginn, PE, CFM, CPMSM
rosemary@cityofmobile.org

Presenter Contact Information:

City of Mobile Storm Water Webpage
www.stormwatermobile.org
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