
Celebrating more than 20 years of uniting the 

citizens of Alabama to protect our right to 

clean, healthy waters
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Healthy streams for healthy lakes











The 2021 Special Report on Fishing found that:

• 19.7 million females went fishing in 2020, a 
10% participation increase in comparison 
with 2019.

• Youth and adolescent fishing skyrocketed 
last year, with 13.5 million youth ages 6 to 
17 hitting the water.

• 5 million Hispanic Americans went fishing in 
2020, the highest recorded volume in 14 
years.

• Overall participation continues to increase, 
with nearly 55 million Americans fishing at 
least once last year.

• African Americans have had the highest 
participation rate in the last three years, 
with a 7.4% increase in participation and 
14.6% growth since 2019. 

https://outdoorindustry.org/resource/2021-special-report-fishing/


Our Mission

Alabama Rivers Alliance is a statewide network 
of groups working to protect and restore all of 

Alabama’s water resources through building 
partnerships, empowering citizens, and 

advocating for sound water policy and its 
enforcement.



The Alliance – 50+ Partners Across Alabama
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Public notification of health hazards

The 2021 Fish Consumption Advisories was 
released in August listing 223 advisories from all 

across Alabama.

https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/tox/fish-
advisories.html

https://waterkeepersalabama.org/fish/

https://www.coosariver.org/fishguide/

https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/tox/fish-advisories.html
https://waterkeepersalabama.org/fish/
https://www.coosariver.org/fishguide/


Land Application of Industrial Waste 
Sludge

SOILED – A 2020 Southern Exposure 
documentary Directed by McKinleigh Lair



Water use and supply challenges



Water infrastructure challenges



Water equity challenges



We need an Alabama water plan!

• Protect stream flows
• Create state level oversight and regulation 

of water use 
• Develop strategies for sharing water 

equitably and resolving conflict
• Ensure water is affordable and accessible 

to all
• Invest in adequate infrastructure and plan 

for federal dollars to spent wisely and 
equitably

• Incentivize conservation and efficiency in 
both energy and water sectors

• Help move toward clean energy sources 
that are less reliant on water





www.SouthernExposureFilms.org 

Streaming on:

Or check out a 
DVD from your 
local library! If 

they don’t have 
them yet, please 

let us know!





Alabama Rivers Alliance
The Nature Conservancy in Alabama
Southern Environmental Law Center

Alabama Audubon
Waterkeepers Alabama

Energy Alabama
Gasp

Cahaba River Society
Land Trust of North Alabama

Freshwater Land Trust
South Alabama Land Trust

Sierra Club



Have you heard of the U.S. Water Alliance?
www.uswateralliance.org
• At the US Water Alliance, we believe that all water has value. It must 

be managed in a sustainable and inclusive manner to build strong 
economies, vibrant communities, and healthy environments.

• The Alliance aligns diverse stakeholders—utilities, public agencies, 
community organizations, environmental groups, agricultural 
interests, labor, researchers, artists and culture bearers, and many 
others—to find common ground solutions to our nation’s most 
pressing water challenges.

• Our mission: To drive One Water breakthroughs that positively 
transform our environment, economy, and society.

• Opelika Utilities (AL), Jacobs, Tetra Tech, Inc., River Network

https://www.owwb.com/
http://www.owwb.com/
http://www.jacobs.com/
http://www.tetratech.com/
https://www.rivernetwork.org/


Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can change 
the world.  Indeed it is the only thing that ever has.  -- Margaret Mead

Cindy Lowry

Executive Director

Alabama Rivers Alliance

clowry@alabamarivers.org

205-322-6395

www.AlabamaRivers.org


